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definition of'domicil\
The per- / •  the distinction drawn by the post-glossators between real
sonai law     I    an(j persona} statutes has led to the universal recognition
JL   that questions affecting the personal status of a human
being should be governed constantly by one and the same law,
irrespective of where he may happen to be or of where the facts
giving rise to the question may have occurred.1 But unanimity
goes no further. There is disagreement upon two matters.
What is the scope of this 'personal law', as it is called, and
should its criterion be domicil or nationality?2 In England,
however, it has long been settled that questions affecting
status are determined by the law of the domicil of the propositus
and that, broadly speaking, such questions are those affecting
family relations and the family property. To be more precise,
s the following matters are to a greater or lesser extent governed
rby the personal law:
The essential validity of a marriage.
The mutual rights and obligations of husband and wife, parent and
child, guardian and ward.
The effect of marriage on the proprietary rights of husband and wife.
Divorce.
The annulment of marriage, though only to a limited degree.
Legitimation and adoption.
Certain aspects of capacity.
Wills of movables and intestate succession to movables.
There are two main classes of domicil: the domicil of origin
at is. communicated by operation of law to each person at
choice birth, i.e. the domicil of his father or of his mother, according
*	I Rabel, i. 101.
2 On the respective merits of nationality and domicil see infra, pp. 196-8.

